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The Clutch Chatter 
Volume 34  Issue 8  August 2015 

Car of the Month 

1941 Buick Super Phaeton 
By Bill Holmes  
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1941 was the last year for the 4-door convertible phaetons made by any 
of the car makers.  Since then, that body style has seen only brief runs 
by Kaiser in the mid-50s and Lincoln Continentals in the late 50s and 
early 60s.   General Motors saw the handwriting on the wall and reduced 
the number of available Buick phaeton models in 1941 to just the Super 
and Roadmaster models.  Cadillac only made one phaeton model, and 

Oldsmobile made a phaeton 
model for only this one 
year.   Buick made 467 domes-
tic Supers and 312 Roadmas-
ters.  About 50 other phaetons 
were shipped overseas.  The 
phaetons topped the price list 
at $1550 for the Super and 
$1750 for the Roadmaster.  
The four door models sold for 
$300-$400 more than the 2-
door convertibles or the closed 
models.  The phaeton came 
with all the options which 

helped justify the high price: leather interior, radio with vacuum fender 
antenna, under seat heater, defroster and white sidewall tires.  Supers 
were powered by the 248 cubic inch straight eight Fireball Buick engine 
with dual carburetors which functioned as a four-barrel carb and gave 
the big Buick added horsepower and torque. Supers made 125 horse-
power and Buick claimed it would do 101.5 mph.   

Finding my 1941 Buick Super Phaeton 
was like finding a diamond in the 
rough.  I had sold my 1922 Overland 
touring car in the late 90's.  After a few 
years of not having an antique or clas-
sic car, in 2007, I was ready to acquire 
a late 30s or early 40s open car.  After 
some searching in all the usual places, 
I came across this beautiful Buick on 
eBay.  I noticed it was for sale by pri-
vate owner, who reserved the right to 
withdraw it from the auction.  Some additional internet searching re-
vealed it was located in Dillsburg, Pennsylvania, just a two hour drive 
from my house in Burke, Virginia.  I quickly made an appointment to 
see it and by the end of the next Saturday it was mine.   

Continued on page 3 

Bill’s 1941 Buick Super Phaeton 

Beautiful dash layout 
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Region Contacts 
 

Bull Run Region Website: 

www.bullrunaaca.org 

Officers 

President:  Bill Holmes 

(703)644-6890  

wholmes2@cox.net 

Vice Pres: Scott Patton 

(703) 474-6909 

klustr18@yahoo.com 

Secretary: Pam Pandolfi 

(703) 754-4668 

pamp.pp25@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Nicki Hudson 

(540) 522-6533 

nancyshudson@msn.com 

Board of Directors 

George Richardson  

(703) 768-1569 

 richardson13@cox.net 

Brandon Bazan 

(703) 361-2492 

bbazan25@gmail.com 

Pete Pandolfi 

(703)754-4668  

Peter.Pandolfi@tsa.dhs.gov 

BRR Website Coordinator 

Bill Holmes 

wholmes2@cox.net 

BRR Sunshine Committee: 

Joann Richardson 

(703) 768-1569 

richardson13@cox.net 

The President’s Page  by Bill Holmes 

Over the last several months the Bull Run Region has been concentrating on 

four principle activities to reinvigorate the club; 

1) Recruiting  AACA members who live within our region but have not 

been associating with the Bull Run or any other Region  

2) Planning monthly programs for the Membership meeting and having 

driving activities each season to local points of interest 

3) Soliciting volunteers to help with club administration and leadership 

4) Hold the 40th Annual Region car show in September 

So far we have been making some good headway on all three goals. 

1) We have sent out an initial letter and a recent follow up email invitation 

to the 200+ AACA members in our area and have pick up almost 20 new 

members. 

2) Thanks to Jon Battle, we have had been able to present an variety of in-

teresting program presentations at the monthly meetings and we have 

held a Spring and Summer  driving tour 

3) Under Scott Patton’s leadership and with the help of a number of long 

time club stalwarts, the Rohr show preparations are well underway.   

4) Recruiting new Volunteers is the one area where the club is not respond-

ing as strongly as needed.  The same group of 8-10 members who have 

been carrying the club for the last few years are still there, but they need 

help. 

 So where are we headed for the rest of the year. 

1) We will conduct another follow up with AACA members after the Rohr 

show 

2) Jon has got several more speakers lined up and has made a mass appeal 

to the membership for ideas, offers to present or contacts for speak-

ers.  We have a fall tour event planned for late Oct / early Nov and will 

get details out in September. 

3) The Rohr show is moving forward.  Scott still needs 6-8 volunteers for 

the day of the show.  Please contact him if you can help 

4) VOLUNTEER to be on a committee, plan an event, give a talk or take on 

and help out with any of the following. WITHOUT YOUR HELP WE 

JUST CANT CONTINUE TO PROVIDE AN INTERESTING ANNU-

AL PROGRAM!!!  Email me wholmes2@cox.net or call me 703-403-

4097 if you want to get involved. 

We look forward to seeing you at the Aug 9th meeting to hear about the 1909 

trip by the first women to drive across the US and of course we hope you 

bring your car out to the Rohr show in Sept.  Thanks for your support. 

Sincerely 

Bill 

 

LET’S HAVE FUN with OUR 

ANTIQUE, CLASSIC AND 

OLD CARS in 2015! 

http://www.bullrunaaca.org/
mailto:wholmes2@cox.net
mailto:klustr18@yahoo.com
mailto:pamp.pp25@gmail.com
mailto:nancyshudson@msn.com
mailto:richardson13@cox.net
mailto:joe.a.drago@gmail.com
mailto:Peter.Pandolfi@tsa.dhs.gov
mailto:wholmes2@cox.net
mailto:richardson13@cox.net
mailto:wholmes2@cox.net
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Car of the Month continued 

It had resided in the JC Stevens collection in upstate New 

York since 1972 where, with 120 other old cars, it had 

been stored in as-found condition.  Research revealed that 

I was only the 

fourth owner since 

new.  The first 

owner bought it in 

the Boston area 

and kept it until 

1962.  It changed 

hands twice be-

tween then and 

1972, but stayed in 

the Boston area.  I 

have had the pleas-

ure of talking to all four previous owners, their wives or 

their children.  The Buick is all original except for a re-

paint in the 1950s, but still in black with the original red 

leather.  I had to get a new top made by Hill Jenkins in 

North Carolina as the old one had completely disintegrat-

ed and nothing was left but the metal frame.  It has been 

re-chromed and I soon will be installing the top.  My car 

has a special 3.9:1 rear differential and high-lift springs.  

My Buick is an early production car, Number 109 of the 

508 Super Phae-

tons made, and 

was produced 

October 10, 

1940. 

Since I got the 

Buick, I have 

been mostly 

working on its 

mechanicals.  I 

have rebuilt the carburetors, generator, and starter. I in-

stalled a new clutch and pressure plate, rebuilt the brakes, 

transmission and rear end, the radiator and fuel and water 

pumps. I also removed 

the head and sent it out 

for a valve job.  Com-

pression is good and 

oil consumption low, 

so I have not touched 

the bearings or pistons 

yet. I really enjoy this 

car as almost every-

thing on it can be re-

built, which I enjoy 

doing.  I had a 1953 Special hardtop as a kid, so working 

on this brings back some fond memories. They are almost 

identical.  The dual carbs make the 1941 a lot peppier 

than prior years, too.  As a survivor car, I continue to 

wrestle with how much I should do.  Well, only time will 

tell.  

Freshly rebuilt mystery part 

2 carbs and a straight 8 cylinder engine 

The basket case arrives in Burke 

August Automotive Trivia Question 

What car was the first to have its radio 

antenna embedded in the windshield?  

See answer on Page 7 
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Editor’s Notes   by Peter W. Pandolfi:  

 
 
Bull Run Region AACA  
The Clutch Chatter Editor  
6837 General Longstreet’s Line  
Manassas, VA 20109-2225  
My goal is to make this an informative vehicle for keep-

ing Bull Run members informed of Club activities and 

provide some entertainment.  If you know of any up-

coming events, please let me know.  I also encourage 

our members to submit articles on events you have at-

tended, complete with pictures, for publication in the 

Clutch Chatter.  Have not been to an event recently?  

Not a problem.  I would be delighted to receive articles 

on some part of automotive history, description of your 

restoration project or a discourse on a particular skill 

that you would like to share.  The articles do  not need 

to be long usually between 600 and 900 words.  Pictures 

are especially welcome.  Please submit any articles, pic-

tures or ideas to me at  

email: rr4pwp@gmail.com.   

Deadline for Clutch Chatter Submissions: 

25th of each month for inclusion in the next issue. 

 

August Anniversaries 

 

August Birthdays    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVISORY:  Jon Battle is still looking for  two or  
three more people who would like to give a 15-20 mi-
nute presentation at one of our meetings.  October and 
November are available in this year, but presenters for 
early 2016 are also welcome to step up.  You can speak 
on any automotive related topic.  Tell us about your last 
tour or your experiences in restoring your car.  We’d 
love to hear it. 

ADVISORY:  In addition to ar ranging for  speakers, 

Jon is also looking to build up a "library" of videos 

about cars, owned by members, which could be bor-

rowed from them when we have a "movie night".  We 

are looking for TV or movie theatre car ads,  promotion-

al movies (from car companies, insurance companies, 

tire companies, etc.), driving safety films, and so 

forth.  Also, old videos showing car shows from years 

ago.  Maybe even clips from home movies, showing 

Uncle Fred and Aunt Tillie in their new Hupp.   Limit is 

15 minutes per video clip, preferably shorter so we can 

show several of them in one presentation.  We need the 

following info from potential contributors: 

1.  Name and subject matter of the video 

2.  Format (DVD, CD, VHS tape, 16MM movie, etc.) 

3.  Length of the video. (If on a disk with several video 

clips, please list each clip and its length) 

Please contact Jon Battle, detailed@verizon.net or (540) 

364-1770. 

ADVISORY:  In suppor t of the Rohr  Car  Meet in 
September, we are looking for a number of award spon-
sors.  As in years past, the cost of a sponsorship is $50.  
This provide either 3 Top 50 awards, 1 Best of Show 
award, or 1 Special award.  The sponsor’s name is 
placed on each award sponsored and on the list of spon-
sors which is announced throughout the show and a 
copy is in each registration package.  Contact Jon Battle 
if you or someone you know is willing to be a sponsor. 

 

Robert & Virginia Geris Aug 11 

Karl & Roberta Wilhelm Aug 16 

Leonard & Pat Paquette Aug 18 

Tom & Mary Loren Aug 22 

Ernie Newland Aug 4 

Nancy Windingland Aug 8 

Debbie Balancia Aug 13 

George Parker Aug 26 

Bill Sessler Aug 26 

Karl Wilhelm Aug 28 

Member News 
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Meeting Minutes for July 12, 2015 
by Pam Pandolfi, Secretary 

 
 

Since the July meeting took place as part of the tour and 

picnic meeting, no business was conducted and no 

minutes were taken.. 

 

Bull Run Region celebrated the annual National Collector 

Car Day with a trip to visit the Roaring Twenties Antique 

Car Museum in Hood, Virginia and then a garage tour of 

Bob and Sandy Mantz’s beautiful car collection in nearby 

Reva, Va.  Then the Mantz’s played host to the group by 

serving up juicy locally made hamburgers and hot dogs.   

We started the day from Haymarket, Virginia.  Antique 

cars in the convey included Steve White’s 1953 Oldsmo-

bile 88, Charlie Degges in his 1937 Oldsmobile sedan and 

Tom McQueen in his 1961 Buick Convertible.  The rest of 

us were in our modern conveyances. 

We arrived at the museum where we were met by the 

founder’s daughter and now owner of the museum, Mar-

tha Dudley.  The museum features over 30 cars from the 

1920’s and early 1930s including such makes as Buick, 

Star, Hudson, Studebaker, Willys, Ford, Peerless and 

many more.  The museum also houses a wide variety of 

automobilia, signs, antique furniture, tools, a large collec-

tion of small stationary farm engines and powered imple-

ments, a collection of hood ornaments, and a few surprises 

I will leave for you to discover when you visit. 

As you can see the Museum is chocked full of cars and all 

kinds of items from the 1920s and early 1930s.  Quite a 

lot to take in on just one visit.  Something is lurking in 

every corner to delight or amaze you.   

Then it was on the Mantz’s where Bob had the grill fired 

up and Sandy had the tables waiting for the pot luck pic-

nic and tour of their car collection.  Bob is mainly a 

Chevy guy with a superb collection of Grand National and 

Senior Award winning AACA cars.  He even has one Na-

tional Award winner. 

The garage space is filled out with some very interesting 

high quality drivers too.  These are all the award winners.  

A man cave everyone would want!!   We ended up around 

6PM and everyone was off to Northern Virginia.  We 

could not have asked for a better day to enjoy some old 

cars and some great friendships.  Special thanks to the 

Mantz’s for their hospitality. 

The line traveling down US Rt. 29 

Bull Run Summer Tour and Picnic Meeting 
by Bill Holmes, President 

Delicious picnic in the Mantz garage 

Continued on page 6 
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Bull Run Region Calendar: 

Aug 9—Bull Run Meeting, VFW Hall, Manassas, VA 

Sep 12—Bull Run Meeting, VFW Hall, Manassas, VA 

Sep 19—40th Rohr Memorial Car Meet, Manassas, VA 

Area Calendar: 

Aug 8—All GM Show, Montgomery College, MD 

Oct 7-10—Eastern Fall Meet, Hershey. PA 

Oct 17-18—Poor Man’s Tour, Shenandoah Region 

Oct 17—Rockville Car Show, Rockville, MD 

 

 

Aug 9 Charlie Carroccio “History of Automobile” 

Sep 12 Richard Porter  “Early Mustangs” 

Editor’s Note: Jon  Battle is soliciting speakers for the 

rest of the year. Please consider contacting Jon to get 

scheduled to speak about any antique vehicle related top-

ic – to include discussing your pride and joy, your first 

car, your first restoration, or any technical topic. Got a 

short movie or friend with automotive skills, these re-

sources can be used for a possible presentation.  

 

Special Presentation Schedule  

2015 Calendar of Events and Activities 

Tour Pictures Continued 

Continued on page 7 



 7 

 

August Trivia Question Answer: 

The 1969 Pontiac Grand Prix.  

 The Speaker at the August meeting will be AACA 

member, Charlie Carroccio, who will talk about 

the History of the automobile and specifically Al-

ice Ramsey’s 1909 journey in a Maxwell automo-

bile becoming the first woman to drive across the 

continental United States. This event was six years 

after Dr. Horatio Nelson Jackson, Jr. had driven 

from San Francisco to New York in a Winton. 

While on her 59 day excursion traversing primari-

ly dirt roads and wagon trails, Alice was accompa-

nied by her two sisters-in-law and a young girl 

friend. The women did many of the repairs them-

selves, showing that women could handle the re-

sponsibilities of driving automobiles as well as 

any man. 

Tour Pictures Continued 

August Meeting Speaker 

Alice Ramsey and her Maxwell 
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